
“Everyone is aware that the target of reaching net zero by 2050 is extremely challenging

and of historic importance. But there is a real danger that smaller businesses will get left

behind unless politicians and business leaders come together to galvanise action.

“The steps a High Street hairdresser must take to get to net zero will be very different to

those needed for a farmer or those of a component manufacturer.

“Larger firms need to help smaller businesses within their supply chains to adapt and

adjust. The BCC has developed a Net Zero hub, in partnership with O2, to provide

businesses with a one-stop shop on everything they need to know about setting net zero

targets.”

A survey* of more than 1,000 UK businesses carried out by the British Chambers of Commerce has found that

nine out of 10 firms have not done any assessment on a series of key strategies for managing a sustainable

transition to net zero. Two thirds (61%) said either capital grants or tax allowances would do most to

encourage them to reduce their carbon consumption in the long term, and most firms recommend the

government focus on a transition to more efficient sources of energy.

The latest data also highlight the divide between larger and smaller businesses, with only 5% of firms with

fewer than 10 employees carrying out an assessment on potential net zero changes to food supply chains,

compared with 10% of firms with more than 50 staff.

Firms of all sectors and sizes overwhelmingly said that either capital grants or tax allowances would do most

to support them to reduce their carbon consumption in the long-term, with 61% citing either of those options as

the single most effective type of support. Businesses based outside the UK were also most likely to cite tax

allowances as their preferred type of support.
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The BCC, in partnership with O2, has launched a Net Zero Hub

containing free tools, support and advice for business to reach their net zero goals

www.britishchambers.org.uk/page/net-zero-hub-2
For more information please contact Faye Busby f.busby@britishchambers.org.uk
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When asked which single form of support would do
most to encourage their business to reduce its carbon

consumption in the long-term, most cite either capital

grants or tax allowances

*1,022 participants took part in the online surv ey f rom 7 to 31 October. 93% were SMEs with f ewer than 250 employ ees.

Most respondents have yet to 

assess the impact of the 

following net zero strategies:

6%
have done an assessment on the 

alignment with the ‘Just Transition’ 
to a low-carbon economy

6%

11%

have done an assessment on 
potential changes to food supply 

chains

have done an assessment on the 
use of ‘nature-based solutions’ in 

any form

13%

12%

2%

2%

3%

3%

3%

28%

34%

Don't know

None of these

Import subsidies

Financial advice schemes

Export subsidies

Reduced-interest loans

Production subsidies

Tax allowances

Capital grants


