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Introduction
This report is meant to gauge the overall risks presented by the current outbreak of the
COVID-19 (more commonly known as Coronavirus).
The report first gives a broad overview of the state of the Coronavirus outbreak at the time
of writing, then focuses on the potential trajectory of the outbreak in the region, by
discussing how to gauge the impact of the disease on a specific country, and then offering
a regional and country-specific assessment.
This report will be regularly updated to reflect the changes in risks as the situation evolves.
Risk ratings are provided as a measure of the current risk rather than future potential
evolution of the outbreak.
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Current situation in the Middle East & North Africa

Figure 1 (click to enlarge): Number of cases per countries as of March 18

Figure 2 (click to enlarge): Number of cumulated cases since the beginning of the outbreak as of March 18
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Overview - latest updates
❏ Egypt’s risk rating has been upgraded to H
 IGH
❏ Several countries that initially underestimated the scope of the crisis, including Jordan,
Egypt and Turkey are now faced with the challenge of swiftly moving from avoiding
cases from abroad to preventing community-based infections. Even drastic measures
may prove less effective due to the initial feeling of safety locals may have felt due to
the lack/low number of reported cases.
❏ While Israel’s risk-rating has not been upgraded, we assess its ability to slow and control
the scope of the outbreak depends largely on its ability to detect cases at a higher pace.
If the pace of the testing campaign does not increase, our risk-rating will
increase to MEDIUM to HIGH.
❏ In Iraq, there is a gap between the KRG and other regions in terms of containment
measures. The country will find it difficult to contain the outbreak, due to its ties to Iran,
porous borders and lack of testing capabilities - recent help from China and a younger
population may, however, still help it mitigate its impact.
❏ We continue to assess that Lebanon’s exposure to the virus and overall risk are HIGH,
despite a relatively low increase in the number of cases. The country’s ability to control
its borders and carry out broad tests (outside of Beirut in particular) continues to be a
cause for concern.
❏ After a spike in cases, the number of daily new cases in Qatar slowed down, just as
testing capabilities increased. It is too early to draw a conclusion but at this time we are
maintaining our MEDIUM rating.
❏ Other countries in the GCC are also moving to increase their testing capabilities. The
UAE reports an extremely high number that may include thermal checks - those are
however proven to “miss” a high number of cases. Saudi Arabia appears to have
lagged behind in terms of testing capabilities, yet compensated with early and drastic
containment measures. Kuwait is perhaps in the best position to combat the infection
due to a broad testing campaign as well as early and drastic containment measures.
Similarly Bahrain also continues to carry out a broad testing campaign.
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Le Beck Risk Rating Map
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Key Factors
Number of cases
The overall number of cases is the first and perhaps most obvious factor in determining the
potential impact of the Coronavirus outbreak. However, the number of cases is a largely
imperfect factor, given that other factors (discussed below) may increase the gap between
the declared number of cases and the actual number, while also mitigating or aggravating the
impact of the crisis.

Severity & Transmission rate
Severity
The severity of cases is an important factor to consider when gauging the potential scope of
the crisis. At this time, the “lethality” of the virus is unknown with percentages largely differing
from one country to the other. The lethality of any virus generally tends to be overestimated at
the beginning of the crisis (when broader testing has not yet been implemented and when a
higher proportion of severe cases tend to be reported). In this context, some countries have
reported a fatality rate of around 4% (excepting countries such as Iran that have likely
underestimated the number of cases by an extremely significant margin), while the World
Health Organisation (WHO) reported a 4.07% fatality rate, according to the current
number of confirmed cases. This rate is, by nature (given that it only includes confirmed rates)
liable to overestimate the actual fatality rate. In its study on the virus the Chinese CDC reported
a rate of 2.3%. In South Korea, which is amongst the most affected countries for the number of
cases in the world and which is carrying one of the most aggressive testing campaigns in the
world (140,000 tests as of March 5, see below for more on testing), the fatality rate is less than
1%.
That being said, for the purpose of gauging the overall risk posed to a country, the fatality rate
is not the only factor, and the focus should be on severity (i.e. the proportion of cases that
require hospitalization, in particular in Intensive Care Units ICU, see below). A joint study
conducted by WHO and China suggests that around 14% of patients have severe disease, while
6.1% are critical. In Italy, as of March 9, out of 9172 cases, 4316 (47%) are hospitalized, and 733
(0.08%) are in ICU. These numbers, combined with the government response/Health
preparedness factor are key to gauge how well the crisis can be handled (see below).

Transmission
At this time, data on the transmission rate of the virus remains inaccurate. However, several
studies have already been carried out in specific settings that highlight a relatively high
transmission rate (consistent with the relatively high spread of the virus). According to the joint
WHO-China report, the R0 (average number of people who will be infected by one sick
Back to top
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person) of the disease is between 2 to 2.5. Another study was conducted on board the
Diamond Princess cruise ship, concluding that the R0 of the disease ranged between 2.28 and
3.58 . To put this into perspective, the initial number of cases in the Diamond Princess was 10,
as of February 3, and 619 (17% of people on board) at the end of quarantine (February 19).
This observer R0 should not be taken at face value, given the specific settings, and the fact that
the transmission rate is liable to change depending on the various measures taken by
governments. The handling of the Diamond Princess crisis and handling by the crew and
Japanese government has been c riticized.
Below is an infographic on how the virus compares to other infectious diseases underscoring
the danger presented by the novel Coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2): While not as deadly as other
infectious diseases like Ebola (by far) or other observed forms of Coronavirus (MERS, SARS), it
does appear to have a higher transmission rate.

Figure 3 (click to enlarge): Comparison between various infectious diseases

Accuracy/Transparency
As mentioned above, the sheer number of cases is an imperfect indicator of the spread and
future trajectory of the disease because these numbers may be deceiving either because local
authorities are deliberately obfuscating the actual scope of the disease or because they lack
the capability to more accurately gauge the number of cases.
Back to top
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Lack of transparency
Deliberate attempts to downplay the crisis can be detected either by observing local reports or
statistical discrepancies. Le Beck will flag countries where some of these reports/signs raise
questions as to the accuracy of the data provided. One or even more “red-flag” does not
necessarily mean the data is inaccurate, yet some countries - particularly Iran - have shown a
high number of red-flags. In Iran, the initially high death-rate, high percentage of cases among
high-ranking officials with better access to tests, as well as consistent reporting all suggest the
data provide is likely inaccurate (likely as a compound of initial deliberate efforts to mask the
extent of the crisis, and resource shortage) - thus Iran’s official data will not be used as an
example of how the crisis can evolve in other countries.

Figure 4 (click to enlarge): The Coronavirus Outbreak in Iran according to official numbers

Number of tests
The number of tests a country carried out is key to understanding the scope of the crisis. The
number of tests affects the analysis of the outbreak, with data on the beginning of the
outbreak being typically less reliable than over the following weeks. A government’s ability to
swiftly carry out broad test campaigns does affect the spread of the virus as cases (including
those with no or mild symptoms) can be quickly isolated.
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There have been significant differences in-between countries. with some countries being
well-prepared to start a broad campaign of detection (because tests and processes were
already in place - once again South Korea is a good exemple), while others (and perhaps most)
were not. The often-observed “flat” or “stair-shaped” curve may, in this context, be a sign of lack
of testing and a potential red-flag that the local authorities have initially underestimated or
were unprepared to face the crisis).

Figure 5 (click to enlarge): A case study of four Coronavirus Outbreak

Government response & Healthcare preparedness
One of the main concerns with regards to the spread of the virus is the possibility that the
sheer number of cases will overwhelm local Health Care Services. One of the key goals of the
government response, which explains the relatively drastic measures taken thus far, is to avoid
a spike of the disease and “spread out” cases to limit the chances that local resources are
spread thin - which would in turn likely have an impact on the fatality rate.
Note that the average length of hospitalisation can generally be counted in weeks (two or
three) rather than days, thus meaning that the turn-around of hospital beds is likely to be low.
Additionally, if an outbreak particularly affects one region, this has a higher chance of
overwhelming local healthcare services, if they do not have the option to send patients to other
hospitals outside of the affected region.
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Figure 6 (click to enlarge): An illustration of uncontrolled vs controlled outbreak

Figure 7 (click to enlarge): The number of hospital beds per 10,000 inhabitants
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In terms of containment there are two types of measures countries are liable to take:
❏ Foreign vector containment: The first measures will attempt to limit the initial
“import” of the virus from abroad. These are the most common measures, including
suspension of flights, border closure, home quarantines etc. These are only effective to
an extent, to initially limit the scope of the outbreak. How fast (and well) such measures
are implemented is key to understanding the level of risk.
❏ Domestic vector containment: These measures are meant to avoid
community-based infections, and include a wide range of measures, from the
cancellation of large-scale events and gathering, to the closure of services (public and
private), area-based quarantines etc. In general, these are more painful measures
(depending on the country), yet they are the other half of the equation.

Age
Multiple studies and statistics published by various countries have shown a great disparity in
how lethal the disease can be between ages. According to a study by the Chinese CDC in
Hubei, the fatality rate largely increased after age 60, as shown below. While these results
should be taken as a simple model to underscore the various mortality rates, there is a clear
correlation between age and higher mortality rates.

Figure 8 (click to enlarge): The number of beds per inhabitants
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The WHO-China joint study also noted - as reported later in other countries - a correlation
between underlying health conditions and higher mortality rates. While the overall Crude
Fatality Rate (CFR) of patients with no comorbid conditions was 1.4%, those who did had a
much higher rate (8.9% overall) including:
❏ 13.2% for patients with cardiovascular diseases
❏ 9.2% for patients with diabetes
❏ 8.4% for patients with hypertension
❏ 8% for patients with chronic respiratory diseases
❏ 7.6% for patients with cancer
It should, however, be noted that while mortality rates differ between age categories and
depending on underlying health conditions, the broader impact of disparities in age and overall
health conditions of the local population are hard to gauge. Having a younger population may
limit the mortality rate, but it may also mean more cases are mild or even asymptomatic,
meaning that they are harder to detect (and thus there is a risk of higher transmission). For our
purpose, this factor has thus been disregarded.
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13

Le Beck Special Report – Coronavirus – 18 MARCH 2020

Country Assessments
BAHRAIN
Overall Risk Rating: MEDIUM

Impact on Travel: H
 IGH

Bahrain has a high number of cases tied to travel from Iran. 77 additional cases (out of 165
tested recently) were found recently among people evacuated from Iran by plane unconfirmed reports have also suggested a number of Bahraini citizens may still remain
stranded in Iran. One of the issues indeed stems from those who were returning from Iran and
didn’t have their passport stamped while entering the Islamic Republic. While the current curve
suggests it is largely at the beginning of the outbreak, and while cases are increasing, the pace
at which new cases are registered suggest local authority remains in-control. The travel
restrictions and a significant effort to detect cases may help control the outbreak. The country
has been relatively transparent regarding the spread of the virus and the number of tests it
claims to have carried out is the highest in the region, particularly when compared to the
country’s relatively limited population.

Number of cases

Figure 9 (click to enlarge): Number of cases in Bahrain since the initial outbreak of the virus as of March 17
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Other data
Number of tests: 12557 (March 17)
Positive cases/Overall tested: 1
 .9%
Severe cases: 1
Recoveries: 81
Beds per 10,000 inhabitants: 20

Impact on Travel restriction/Business continuity
❏ February 12: Authorities ban entry to all travelers who had visited China within 14 days
of their arrival to Bahrain.
❏ February 25: Bahrain bans travel to and from Iran. Flights to Dubai are temporarily
suspended for two days, with the suspension later extended for another two days on
February 27. Private and public schools are closed for two weeks.
❏ February 27: Bahrain suspends flights to and from Iraq and Lebanon
❏ March 7: Bahrain asks people from Lebanon, Egypt, Italy or South Korea to
self-quarantine upon arrival. Those not complying will be fined between BD 1000 to
10,000 and up to three months in jail.
❏ March 9: Gov extends suspension of schools until March 29, having first suspended
schools on. The causeway to Saudi Arabia closes.
❏ March 10: Bahrain calls on its citizens not to travel abroad unless absolutely necessary
❏ March 18: Gulf Air temporarily suspends 75% of its flight destinations through the end
of March

Back to top
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EGYPT
Overall Risk Rating: HIGH 

Impact on Travel: H
 IGH

Egypt presents the typical “flat” curve that suggests authorities initially underestimated the
spread of the virus, which delayed a response. Several signs already suggested local authorities
may not be transparent or have underestimated the scope of the outbreak: This includes the
fact that several cases were reported outside of Egypt after returning from the country and the
fact that patients are transported to military hospitals amongst others. This has been further
confirmed by the growing number of cases and particularly of death suggesting Egypt is at the
beginning of the outbreak. The importance of tourism within the country’s economy may
incentivize a lack of transparency. According to available data the number of tests is also
relatively low particularly when compared with other countries. While Egypt has since corrected
its course, and taken some drastic measures to contain the spread of the virus, the initial
mishandling will require even more drastic measures to control outbreak

Number of cases

Figure 10 (click to enlarge): Number of cases and deaths (cumulated) in Egypt as of March 18
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Other data
Number of tests: 2166 (March 6) - official data
Severe cases: 1
Beds per 10,000 inhabitants: 20

Impact on Travel restriction/Business continuity
❏ February 1: Egypt suspends flights to and from China
❏ February 26: Egypt postpones the resumption of flights to and from mainland China,
having suspended flights on February 1
❏ March 6: Qatari nationals will not be allowed in Egypt. Those who travelled Bahrain,
China, France, Germany, Hong Kong, Iran, Iraq, Italy, Japan, Korea, Kuwait, Malaysia,
Singapore, Switzerland, Spain Thailand or Vietnam will be screened with follow ups over
the next two weeks.
❏ March 9: EgyptAir suspends flights to Saudi Arabia
❏ March 14: Schools and universities are ordered closed for two weeks starting March 15
❏ March 16: Egyptian officials suspend all international flights between March 19-31

Back to top
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IRAQ
Overall Risk Rating: HIGH

Impact on Travel: H
 IGH

Iraq has been exposed to the virus mostly through Iran-related travel. Political reasons and
cultural ties have delayed the closure of the border with Iran, with the likelihood that this
closure won’t be effective to prevent travel from one country to the other. The number of
deaths with the fact that they were reported relatively early following the initial outbreak and
subsequent fatality rate suggest the initial scope of the outbreak is underestimated, which
means the country will have to take even more drastic measures to contain the outbreak. This
is furthermore the case as the number of tests remains relatively low according to data
provided to Le Beck - although this may change in the coming days as Iraq received a shipment
from China on March 14. It should be noted that contrary to the rest of Iraq, the KRG has taken
swifter and more drastic measures to contain the outbreak - although given domestic travel
links and the connection to Iran the risk still remains high. Iraq’s potential Coronavirus
outbreak will be compounded by the existing political crisis, lack of trust in the government,
and a looming economic downturn, should oil prices further decrease or remain low.

Number of cases

Figure 11 (click to enlarge): Number of cases in Iraq as of March 17
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Other data
Number of tests: 540 (March 7)
Severe cases: Unclear
Recoveries: 26
Beds per 10,000 inhabitants: 13.8

Impact on Travel restriction/Business continuity
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏

February 2: Iraq bans all travelers coming from China
February 23: Iraq bans all arrivals from Iran except Iraqi citizens
February 24: Iraq closes Safwan land border with Kuwait
March 4: Iraq halts trade with Iran and Kuwait for a week.
March 9: Iraq orders closure of the holy city of Najaf to non-residents starting March
11 for a week.
March 13: Travelers from Qatar and Germany are banned from entering Iraq, except
for Iraqi citizens and diplomats
March 15: Kirkuk authorities announce a province-wide curfew “until further notice”
March 16: Authorities announced a 3 day curfew in the holy city of Karbala while
curfews in the cities of Erbil and Suleimanyah are extended for a further 72 hours
March 17: The Iraqi government announced a curfew lasting one week March 17-24
March 17: All domestic Iraqi flights are suspended March 17-24
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ISRAEL
Overall Risk Rating: MEDIUM 

Impact on Travel: V
 ERY HIGH

Israel has taken swift and extremely drastic measures to quell the outbreak and limit the
import of cases. The country has also taken some drastic measures to prevent
community-based infection by banning gathering of more than 10 people, and reducing the
number of employees in public and private offices. While the number of tests is relatively high
when compared to other countries, Israel is still focusing on people returning from abroad
(rather than the broader pool of people presenting symptoms) - although people presenting
symptoms are asked to stay in quarantine. The early measures appear to have prevented a
broader outbreak, yet the base number of cases early on means that Israel may still have to
take even more drastic domestic containment measures to slow the outbreak. We assess that
the evolution of the outbreak largely depends on Israel’s ability to broaden its testing
campaign. Israel is aiming to reach 15,000 tests a day, including through drive-through testing
facilities. The country is also using large-scale cyber capabilities to track those who have been
in contact with Coronavirus cases, which (while posing political and ethics questions) could
help slow the outbreak. If the country is able to increase the number of tests to the
aforementioned level we assess the risk can be contained, yet otherwise Le Beck will likely
increase the current risk-rating.

Number of cases

Figure 12 (click to enlarge): Number of cases (cumulated) in Israel as of March 18
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Other data
Number of tests: 8325 ( official, March 16)
Positive cases/Overall tested: 1
 .6% ( March 16)
Severe cases: 5
Recovered: 4
Beds per 10,000 inhabitants: 30.92

Impact on Travel restriction/Business continuity
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏

❏

❏
❏
❏

❏

Jan 31: Travellers from China are denied entry
Feb 17: Travellers from Singapore, Hong Kong and Thailand are denied entry
Feb 23: Travellers from Japan and South Korea are denied entry
Feb 27: Travellers from Italy are denied entry
March 6: Travellers from France. Germany, Switzerland, Andorra, Austria, Spain, San
Marino, Iran, Lebanon, Iraq and Syria are denied entry. Israel shuts its land border with
Egypt.
March 9: Quarantine is imposed on all travelers (foreigners and Israelis) coming from
outside of the country. Foreigners must have a place to stay in isolation for 14 days or
else will be denied entry.
March 11: Gatherings of more than 100 people are banned.
March 12: Schools are closed, with the exception of kindergartens and nurseries.
March 17: The Israeli government ordered 80% of civil servants to go on vacation early
until the Passover holiday (April 8-15) and asked that private businesses reduce their
staffing by 70%, with exceptions for small businesses and essential services. The
government also announced a restriction on the entry of Palestinian workers into Israel
to only those working in “essential” services
March 17: Government passes legislation that allows the Israeli Security Agency (ISA) to
track the cellphones of individuals confirmed or suspected of having contracted
Coronavirus, without needing further Knesset (Israel’s parliament) consent

Back to top
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JORDAN
Overall Risk Rating: MEDIUM



Impact on Travel: V
 ERY HIGH

Jordan initially reported one case of Coronavirus, only to see the number significantly increase
to 36 over just two days. As is the case with other countries that initially underestimated the
scope of the crisis, this could serve to increase the number of cases and make it difficult for the
country to efficiently implement corrective measures to contain community-based infections as residents may feel that Jordan is still relatively safe and thus may feel less pressured to
comply with the likely upcoming measures. Restrictions were put in place relatively late, with
Jordan avoiding measures that could significantly damage its economy (such as banning
commercial traffic from Iraq and Syria). Jordan is, however, correcting course and, in just one
day took sweeping and extremely drastic measures to contain the outbreak. The Ministry of
Health initially carried out a very limited number of tests (400 on March 4), with this number
increasing since - yet still remaining relatively limited. The country has moved to buy thousands
of test kits, suggesting more tests will be carried out in the coming days, which could change
the current picture.

Number of cases

Figure 13 (click to enlarge): Number of cases (cumulated) in Jordan as of March 17
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Other data
Number of tests: 2000 (March 17)
Positive cases/Overall tested: 1
 .8%
Severe cases: 0
Beds per 10,000 inhabitants: 14

Impact on Travel restriction/Business continuity
❏ February 23: Jordan bans entry to travelers from China, Iran and South Korea.
Jordanians returning from these countries must enter a 14-day quarantine.
❏ February 26: Jordan bans entry to travelers from Italy
❏ March 10: Jordan closes its border northern and southern border crossings, the King
Hussein Bridge to Israel/the Occupied West Bank, as well as its seaports to shipping
from Egypt. Jordan issues a travel ban for travelers from Lebanon, Iraq (except for
commercial traffic), Syria (except for trucks), France, Germany and Spain. Jordanian
citizens returning from these countries must enter a 14-day quarantine. Air traffic to
Egypt is reduced by 50%.
❏ March 13: Jordan and Egypt agree to halt flights between the two countries as of
March 16
❏ March 14: Authorities suspend school for two weeks starting on March 15 while all
flights to the Kingdom, except for cargo flights, will be suspended indefinitely from
❏ March 16: All new entrants into the Kingdom will be forced to undergo a mandatory 14
day quarantine
❏ March 17: Jordanian army to deploy at entrances and exits to major cities
❏ March 18: The state of national emergency and subsequent measures announced the
day before are implemented. All gatherings of more than 10 persons are banned.
Non-essential businesses and government services close. Public transportation is
suspended. Hospitals suspend non-emergency surgeries.
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KUWAIT
Overall Risk Rating: MEDIUM 

Impact on Travel: V
 ERY HIGH

Kuwait has been exposed to the virus initially from Iran, with some cases later being reported
due to travel to the US, UK, Egypt and Qatar amongst others. The country reacted relatively
swiftly, taking some painful measures to quell the outbreak, including the closure of the border
crossings with Iraq at a time when Iraq was not (yet) emerging as a secondary epicenter of the
virus in the region. The country later took even more drastic measures, by closing all flights.
Kuwait also took severe measures to prevent community-based infections through the early
closure of schools (initially a holiday extension) as well as the closure of public services,
restaurants and banks amongst others. At the time of writing these are still the harshest
measures in the region - although other countries are catching up. The current curve suggests
early measures may have worked to limit the scope of the initial outbreak, although it is still too
early to make any definitive conclusion. Kuwait has been relatively transparent, and has carried
out a high number of tests particularly relative to its population, including by carrying out a
campaign of tests of expatriates, and those who travelled to affected-areas.

Number of cases

Figure 14 (click to enlarge): Number of cases (cumulated) in Kuwait as of March 17
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Other data
Number of tests: 6213 (March 10 - while no additional numbers have been published since
the 10th, broad testing campaigns are being carried out on a daily basis)
Positive cases/Overall tested: 1
 % (as of March 10)
Severe cases: 4
Beds per 10,000 inhabitants: 30.92

Impact on Travel restriction/Business continuity
❏
❏
❏
❏

❏
❏

❏
❏

❏

❏
❏

Jan 30: Kuwait bans entry to travelers from China, Hong Kong
Feb 21: Kuwait ports suspend travel to/from Iran
Feb 24: Kuwait closes Al-Abdali land crossing with Iraq
Feb 25: Postponement of all sporting events for two weeks, ban on export and
re-export of disinfectant and medical gloves, ban all ships coming from Iraqi ports until
further notice
March 3: Civil aviation authority asks passengers arriving from 10 countries including
Egypt, India, and Turkey to produce a certificate proving that they are coronavirus-free.
March 7: Kuwait bans all flights from Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, the Philippines, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh and India for at least one week and Kuwaitis coming from those countries
will be subject to one week quarantine. The government also asks its citizens and
residents to not travel at this time.
March 9: Government extends school holidays for an additional two weeks.
March 10: Government stops issuance of all visas except for individuals on diplomatic
missions. Authorities also close cinemas, theatres, wedding halls and meeting rooms at
hotels until further notice.
March 12: Kuwait announced a day prior that it will suspend all flights indefinitely on
March 13, close public and private services (from March 12 to March 26), with the
exception of flour mills and bakeries, oil stations, supply company branches,
supermarket, pharmacies and gas cylinders refilling centers.
March 13: Kuwait starts mass-testing expatriates from a number of affected areas. The
Ministry of Endowment cancels Friday prayers until further notice.
March 16: The government announced harsh fines and jail time for individuals who
violates health and preventative measures and even harsher measures for anyone
found intentionally hiding their health status
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LEBANON
Overall Risk Rating: HIGH

I mpact on Travel: MEDIUM

Lebanon has been greatly impacted by the coronavirus outbreak, with cases mostly (though
not exclusively) coming from Iran. A Syrian national was also reported to be affected. Local
authorities initially avoided taking measures to prevent the spread of the virus from abroad,
and decided to suspend flights to affected areas weeks after other countries did, which is a
source of concern, along with reports that border crossings with Syria remain open, with little
oversight as to who may be entering the country. Instead of gradually announcing measures,
the country did so in one day, including measures to prevent community-based infections,
which are highly needed given the lack of initial effort to prevent transmission from abroad.
Additional sources of concerns stem from the ratio of death per cases and lack of
transparency on the number of tests (the Rafic Hariri University Hospital does provide some
numbers, yet these are relatively low). A broader outbreak would be compounded by the
current political and economic crises.

Number of cases

Figure 15 (click to enlarge): Number of cases and deaths (cumulated) in Lebanon as of March 17
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Other data
Number of tests: 1272 + (March 13 - Rafic Hariri University hospital, more testing is done in
other hospitals)
Positive cases/Overall tested: 6
 .2%
Severe cases: Unclear
Beds per 10,000 inhabitants: 28.5

Impact on Travel restriction/Business continuity
❏ February 28: Lebanon bans entry for foreigners coming from China, Iran, Italy and
South Korea. Schools closed until March 8 (initially).
❏ March 9: MEA airlines suspends flights to KSA, Kuwait, and Qatar indefinitely.
❏ March 11: The Lebanese PM bans flights from Italy, South Korea, China, and Iran.
Passengers from France, Egypt, Syria, Iraq, Spain, the United Kingdom, and Germany will
be denied entry. Lebanese citizens from these countries have four days to come back.
The PM also announced upcoming public closures as a syndicate representing
restaurants cafes and nightclubs announced voluntary closures beginning March 12.
The Mount Lebanon Governorate (where Beirut is situated) ordered the closure of
businesses where large numbers of people gather – including arcades and gaming
spaces, amusement parks, playgrounds, theme parks, wedding and event halls, skating
rinks, and sports pitches.
❏ March 12: The Lebanese cabinet decides to double internet speed for Ogero users in a
bid to encourage people to stay home
❏ March 15: Cabinet agrees to close airport, land borders and sea ports from March 18
until March 29 as part of a two-week lockdown with all residents urged to stay home.
Diplomats, UN peacekeepers, employees of international organisations and goods
shipments will still be permitted through the country’s air and sea ports. Muslim
authorities suspended prayers in mosques until further notice
❏ March 16: The Association of Banks in Lebanon announced that banks would close be
closed from March 17-29, though they will continue to provide basic services to
customers
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OMAN
Overall Risk Rating: MEDIUM

Impact on Travel: M
 EDIUM

Oman has been impacted by the Coronavirus almost exclusively through Iran-related travel
(with one exception tied to Italy). The country did move relatively swiftly to ban travel to and
from Iran following the reported first case, with a relatively high number of quarantines relative
to the country (2367 on March 11). The country has not provided numbers when it comes to
tests thus making it difficult to assess how accurate current numbers are. The stair-shaped
curve and lack of publication of the number of tests does suggest the possibility that the
current numbers may be lower than the actual number of cases, although these represent
red-flags rather than more definitive proof of a broader outbreak.

Number of cases

Figure 16 (click to enlarge): Number of cases in Oman since the initial outbreak of the virus as of March 11

Other data
Number of tests: NO DATA
Severe cases: 0
Recoveries: 12
Beds per 10,000 inhabitants: 15.8
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Impact on Travel restriction/Business continuity
February 3: OmanAir halts all flights to and from mainland China
February 24: O
 man halt flights to and from Iran
February 26: O
 man’s Khasab port suspends the import and export of all Iranian goods
March 1: Oman suspends flights to and from Italy
March 7: Oman cancels charter flights from Egypt
March 9: The Health Ministry announces that those who returned from Egypt after
February 22 should quarantine at home.
❏ March 12: Immigration authorities suspend all tourism visas. Cruise ships are banned
from entering Oman’s ports. Court sessions are restricted to those directly involved in
cases.
❏ March 14: All educational institutions are close for a month starting March 15.
❏ March 15: Oman announces ban on entry of citizens from non-GCC countries starting
March 17. All new entrants to the Sultanate will be forced to undergo a two week
self-quarantine. Authorities also ban Friday prayers in mosques, social gatherings such
as weddings, sporting events, and the closure of public parks. Only food stores,
pharmacies, optical shops and clinics will remain open. Oman Air indefinitely suspends
all flights between the Sultanate and Bahrain and Egypt
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏

Back to top

29

Le Beck Special Report – Coronavirus – 18 MARCH 2020

OPT
Overall Risk Rating: MEDIUM t o H
 IGH

Impact on Travel:VERY HIGH

The Palestinian Authority (PA) has reported 41 cases, most of which came from Bethlehem with
two cases reported in Tulkaram and another in Ramallah. Meanwhile, Gazan authorities have
reported no cases although this may be due to the lack of testing available in the territory. At
this time, the number of tests carried out is relatively low when compared to the population,
although the Palestinian Authority has been relatively transparent and is moving to increase its
testing capabilities. It should be noted that there will likely be a significant discrepancy in risk
between the West Bank and Gaza. The Gaza Strip’s proximity to Egypt - which has shown a
large increase of cases in the past few days - raises the possibility of a spike in cases, with
limited tests being carried out thus far making it a clear unknown. Local authorities have
responded by asking anyone traveling from Egypt to self-quarantine for two weeks although
they have admitted they are unable to ensure compliance with the measure. After several days,
Hamas decided to close all border crossing to Israel and Egypt. In the West Bank, while the
Palestinian Authority does not control its “borders”, the closure of the border with Jordan and
Israel mean theterritories are effectively closed with some exceptions for diplomats and
specific cases.

Number of cases

Figure 17 (click to enlarge): Number of cases in OPT since the initial outbreak of the virus as of March 17
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Other data
Number of tests: 2519 (March 17 - only 1
 5 in Gaza)
Positive cases/Overall tested: 1
 .6%
Severe cases: 0
Beds per 10,000 inhabitants: NO DATA

Impact on Travel restriction/Business continuity
❏ March 5: Palestinian Authority announced a one month state of emergency
❏ March 9: Gaza authorities ask all travelers returning from Egypt or any of the “worst hit
countries” to either self-quarantine for 14 days at home or at the Gaza-Egyptian border
❏ March 10: Jordan closes the Allenby/King Hussein Bridge to the West Bank.
❏ March 11: Israel announces the closure of border crossings with Gaza and the West
Bank until March 14, as an initial (yearly) closure for the Pourim Holiday ends.
❏ March 14: Palestinian Authority suspends prayers in mosques and churches in the
West Bank while Hamas ordered all border crossings with Israel and Egypt closed save
for travelers in life-threatening emergencies.
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QATAR
Overall Risk Rating: MEDIUM

Impact on Travel: H
 IGH

After recording a gradual increase in the number of cases, the number spiked by more than
200 on March 12, with all these cases found among people quarantined who were in contact
with three persons confirmed to be infected by the virus in the same compound. Four days
after that announcement, the number of cases has grown, although not by the same factor,
while the number of tests has also increased from 3000 on March 9 to more than 8000 on
March 17. As the number of tests increases, so will the number of cases, yet the fact that the
current increase only led to a one-time spike, highlights the possibility that the spread of the
virus may not be as dramatic as the curve suggests. Still, Le Beck may raise the current risk
rating in the coming days, depending on the situation. The growing number of tests,
particularly when compared to the population is a positive sign, yet the country was late to take
more drastic measures to prevent the spread of the outbreak. The late banning of travelers
from Iran means the scope of the infection coming from that vector remains unknown,
contrary to other countries who banned entry to Iranian citizens earlier (given the 5-7 days
average/14 days max incubation period) and further raises the number of infections in the
country in the coming days.

Number of cases

Figure 18 (click to enlarge): Number of cases (cumulated) in Qatar as of March 17
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Other data
Number of tests: 8400 ( March 17)
Positive cases/Overall tested: 5
 % (March 17)
Severe cases: Unclear
Beds per 10,000 inhabitants: 12

Impact on Travel restriction/Business continuity
❏ February 3: Qatar Airways cancels all flights to mainland China.
❏ February 28: All passengers coming from Iran and South Korea to be quarantined
upon arrival
❏ March 3: Authorities bans visitors from Egypt
❏ March 8: Travelers from the following countries are temporarily banned from entry:
Bangladesh, China, Egypt, India, Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Nepal, Pakistan, Philippines, South
Korea, Sri Lanka, Syria and Thailand. Flights between Qatar and Italy reduced and 14
day quarantine possible for passengers from Italy upon arrival.
❏ March 9: Authorities suspend schools and universities indefinitely
❏ March 12: Authorities order closure of all cinemas, theaters, gyms, kids areas and
museums
❏ March 15: All public transportation in Doha suspended indefinitely
❏ March 17: Religious authorities suspend congregational prayers in mosques until
further notice
❏ March 18: All non-Qatari nationals are to be banned from entering the country for two
weeks starting on March 18
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SAUDI ARABIA
Overall Risk Rating: MEDIUM

Impact on Travel: H
 IGH

The number of cases spiked to 171 over the past days, likely as a result of an increase in
testing capabilities. While we assess Riyadh may have initially lagged behind in terms of testing
(and is still, to an extent relative to its population) the Kingdom has taken extreme measures to
prevent the virus from spreading, and will likely continue to do so given its experience with the
previous MERS outbreak. Riyadh took some difficult decisions, first by restricting then
completely banning travel between other countries in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) as
well as suspending all Umrah pilgrimage visas. On March 10 the government gave its citizens in
the region 72 hours to return before borders would be fully closed. Authorities also completely
closed off the oil-rich eastern Qatif governorate which is home to many of the country’s Shiite
population, likely on suspicion that residents of this region would be most likely to have come
in contact with individuals coming to or from Iran. One of the main concerns stems from the
fact a number of Saudis do travel to Iran with their passports not being stamped, thus making
it difficult to track and prompting calls by the government to voluntarily declare such trips
following the outbreak. While these calls did produce some results, political tensions may also
mean that a number of these trips may still go unrecorded, and thus their impact unknown.

Number of cases

Figure 19 (click to enlarge): Number of cases (cumulated) in KSA as of March 18
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Other data
Number of tests: 4200 (March 12)
Severe cases: 0
Beds per 10,000 inhabitants: 26.5

Impact on Travel restriction/Business continuity
❏ February 6: Authorities impose a ban on citizens and residents from traveling to or
from mainland China. Saudia suspends all flights to China on the same day
❏ February 27: G
 overnment suspends all Umrah pilgrimage visas indefinitely
❏ March 3: Entry barred for GCC citizens who have been outside the region for 14 days
or more
❏ March 7: Land crossings with Bahrain, Kuwait, and UAE limited to commercial trucks
indefinitely
❏ March 7: Government asks people arriving from Lebanon, Egypt, South Korea, or Italy
to self-quarantine for two weeks.
❏ March 8: Ministry of Health closes all schools, universities, and educational institutions
until further notice
❏ March 9: Anyone from or who has traveled to Oman, UAE, Kuwait, France, Germany,
Turkey, Bahrain, Lebanon, Syria, South Korea, Egypt, Italy and Iraq, and Spain in the
previous 14 days barred from entering the Kingdom. Authorities also announce a fine
of 500,000 riyals for anyone who does not disclose their health details and recent travel
upon arrival (likely referring to the practice of traveling to Iran without stamping
passports).
❏ March 9: Authorities seal off the eastern Qatif region to non-residents and close down
all public and private operations, save for essential services like pharmacies and petrol
stations.
❏ March 10: Government gives its citizens living in UAE and Bahrain who wish to return
72 hours to do so.
❏ March 12: Saudi Arabia suspends travel (by citizens and expatriates) and flights to
countries of the European Union, as well as Switzerland, India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, the
Philippines, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, South Sudan, Sudan and Somalia.
❏ March 13: Social gatherings in wedding halls and hotel venues are ordered to be
cancelled
❏ March 15: Authorities order the immediate closure of malls, restaurants, coffee shops
and public parks and gardens, while exempting supermarkets, pharmacies and food
delivery services
❏ March 15: General Authority of Ports temporarily suspends shipping, excluding
evacuation, cargo and trade trips, with 50 countries including all 27 of the EU and
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United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman, Iraq, Lebanon, Syria, Egypt, South Korea,
China, European Union states, Switzerland, India, Pakistan, Turkey, Eritrea, Sri Lanka,
Ethiopia, Kenya, Sudan, Djibouti, Somalia, Southern Sudan, and the Philippines
❏ March 17: Saudi authorities ban prayer in mosques, except for the Two Holy Mosques
in Mecca and Madina, for two weeks
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TURKEY
Overall Risk Rating: MEDIUM

Impact on Travel: M
 EDIUM

Turkey only reported its first cases on March 10. While this suggests that its decision to halt
travel to and from Iran relatively early in the latter country’s outbreak helped to prevent the
spread to Turkey there are reasons to believe that this is rather due to a lack of tests and that
the scope of the outbreak is underestimated. This includes the fact that several travellers who
went through Turkey were later diagnosed with the virus, as well as an effort to control news
related to potential cases in the country. The relatively low number of tests, particularly relative
to the population and the fact that Istanbul is a global transportation hub is also a source of
concern. Turkey is using locally-made tests it claims are faster than others, yet this raises
questions as to the lack of detection is tied to the lack of cases, or the efficiency of the test
itself - no other country is using such tests. These initial causes for concerns are highlighted by
the recent spike in cases over the past days.

Number of cases

Figure 20 (click to enlarge): Number of cases (cumulated) in Turkey as of March 18
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Other data
Number of tests: 4000 (March 16)
Positive cases/Overall tested: 0
 .5% (March 16 - percentage likely increased since)
Severe cases: Unclear
Beds per 10,000 inhabitants: 26.56

Impact on Travel restriction/Business continuity
❏ February 5: All flights to and from China suspended
❏ February 23: Authorities shut land border with Iran and halt all flights to and from the
country.
❏ February 28: Turkey suspends flight to and from Italy, Iraq and South Korea
❏ March 1: Land border with Iraq t emporarily shut over rising number of cases.
❏ March 15: Turkey and Georgia temporarily suspend their Sarp border to passengers
with freight trucks allowed to continue. Turkey and Azerbaijan agree to suspend all road
and air transportation links, with cargo being excluded
❏ March 15: Turkey suspends flights Germany, France, Spain, Norway, Denmark, Belgium,
Austria, Sweden and the Netherlands with citizens of those countries and other
non-Turkish nationals who had been in those countries within the previous 14 days will
not be allowed to enter Turkey
❏ March 16: Authorities ordered the closure of restaurants, cafes, movie theatres,
wedding and event venues, and indoors children’s play areas in the country while the
Interior Ministry ordered meetings and congresses of all NGOs with high attendance to
be suspended.
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UAE
Overall Risk Rating: MEDIUM

Impact on Travel: H
 IGH

The UAE was the first to report cases of the Coronavirus (from China) in the region and has
reported 98 cases so far. The fact that Dubai remains a global transportation hub means the
country is particularly sensitive to such outbreaks. In this context, the fact that a case was
reported early on may suggest early detection efforts alongside claims by local authorities that
they have carried out a staggering 125000 tests, which would place the UAE as one of the
world leaders. Some countries are, however, counting temperature checks, including those
carried out at airports, as tests: these are imperfect as they can only detect symptomatic cases,
and thus miss a high number of cases that are asymptomatic or are still incubating. The
stair-shaped curve below also represents a potential red-flag. In general, possibly because of
its place as a global transportation hub, the UAE has taken more time than others to limit
travel, including to Iran.

Number of cases

Figure 19 (click to enlarge): Number of cases in UAE (cumulated) as of March 16
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Other data
Number of tests: 125,000 (March 16 - official data)
Severe cases: 0
Beds per 10,000 inhabitants: 11.5

Impact on Travel restriction/Business continuity
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏
❏

❏
❏
❏

❏

February 5: All flights to and from China, except for Beijing, suspended
February 25: T
 he UAE halts all flights to Iran
March 5: Ministry of Health asks citizens and residents to avoid travel abroad
March 7: Ministry of Health announces that 620 schools and 18,000 school busses
have been sterilized
March 9: Emirati banks begin to restrict in-person meetings and curbing travel
March 10: Passengers coming from China, Hong-Kong, Italy, Iran, South Korea, Japan,
Germany, Singapore and France ordered to undergo 14 day home isolation upon
arrival
March 14: Emirate Airlines cancel flights to Italy except for Rome
March 14: Authorities shut major tourism and cultural venues
March 15: Etihad Airways cancels flights Beirut, Istanbul, Amman, Casablanca, Rabat,
Madrid and Barcelona until March 31, while flights to Hong Kong have been stopped
until June 30, frequencies to Jakarta, Seoul and Bangkok have been reduced
March 17: Immigration authorities halt the issuance of visas for non-residents with
diplomats being exempted
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