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Over the past twenty years, Encirc have become known as game changers within
the glass sector. Whether it’s their innovations, offerings, or the efforts put into
sustainability, it’s a reputation they’ve been happy to live up to.

However, the firm recognised that glass has reached a crossroads. Whilst glass

itself is a natural and infinitely recyclable product, when it comes to the beverage
supply chain, creating flexibility, support and minimising carbon impact, the industry
itself has a significant carbon footprint.

The act of melting glass is the most carbon-intensive activity carried out buy the

firm, and over the last two years they have worked to change this. In 2019,
they reengineered the last remaining heavy fuel oil furnace in its Derrylin plant,
switching it to gas. Heavy fuel oil is more polluting, so this switch was one they
were keen to make.

However, the firm recognises that sustainability is not as simple as just focusing on
reducing its carbon footprint. To address this, Encirc launched its ‘Glass Made
Good’ campaign. In order to create the world’s most ethically responsible
containers they have worked within four core pillars: People, Place, Planet and
Prosperity. The four P’s guide the firm in its decision-making process and are all

linked by one core element: Sustainability.

This year Encirc demonstrated to the world just what the glass industry is capable
of. It created the world’s most sustainable bottles in a biofuel trial held in Derrylin in
January 2021. The success of this trial led to major brands selling the most

sustainable containers.

As part of the initial trial, working closely with industry research body Glass
Futures, Encirc made bottles from 100% recycled glass and created energy from
burning ultra-low-carbon biofuels. The use of this renewable biofuel and the

recycled glass reduced the carbon footprint of each bottle by up to 90%; a
momentous occasion for glass. As a result, the trial will now be a regular campaign,
demonstrating that ultra-low carbon glass at scale is not just possible, but a
reality.
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Late 2020 saw Encirc partner with Forest Nation, with the aim of planting 100,000
trees in Tanzania, to address food poverty, gender inequality and climate
restoration.

The firm’s focus in 2021 and beyond is turning to its communities and what

impact it can have to a wider audience. Launching a community outreach initiative,
mentoring young women from less-advantaged backgrounds and making changes
to its transportation are all on the firm’s agenda.

Encirc believes that its success as a business can only truly be measured

by its impact on those around them and are working hard to ensure that impact is a
positive and lasting one.


