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From 2019 to 2021 the British Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong saw a challenging time,
navigating the impact of political unrest alongside the Covid-19 pandemic, which affected
their membership numbers. However, implementing initiatives, such as those outlined
below, has turned this around and they now have a steady flow of new members looking to
join.

To continue their wide range of support to members, the Chamber has engaged in the
following initiatives:
• Be Entrepreneurial: Running a ’Future Living Hackathon Series’ that is supported by the 

Future Leaders, Environment & Energy and Real Estate Committee. It explores future 
living topics in Hong Kong, notably; environment, mobility and connectivity, spatial 
planning, economy and society. A series of hackathon-style competitions are held, 
attracting young people in Hong Kong to express their views on the potential 
improvements and solutions for these topic areas. The ideas are evaluated by judging 
panels of mentors, industry experts and entrepreneurs for their feasibility and innovation, 
with the overall aspiration of the competitions to inspire new business ideas within the 
ecosystem and importantly, among the young people of Hong Kong.

• Expanding global footprint: The Greater Bay Area initiative (GBA) has generated a great 
deal of interest amongst their members and the wider business community in the 
region. They hosted a Summit in June 2021 to hear from Government and leading industry 
experts who shared their insight on the real business implications of the initiative, the 
specific opportunities it will generate, and what they can do as a business community to 
further its success. The Chief Executive of Hong Kong opened this Summit.

• Building a diverse and inclusive workforce: In partnership with EY, they run a Diversity & 
Inclusion series that seeks to be a catalyst for discussion in Hong Kong and brings together 
a diverse group of people to celebrate the women in their community driving sustainable 
business practice through diversity and inclusion. It also addresses the importance and 
need for businesses and the community to support LGBT+.

• Meet their net zero targets/ambitions: In the lead up to COP26 in November, the 
Chamber, in partnership with the UK’s Department for International Trade in Hong Kong 
(DIT), launched a ‘GREAT For a Sustainable Future series’ which addressed the key topics 
that play a significant role on the road to carbon neutrality. This four-part series covered 
the future of food, energy transition, logistics and transport, and green finance. Each 
event welcomed a panel of leading experts who provided insights and key action points 
to encourage businesses to invest in a clean and resilient recovery plan that delivers 
for people and the planet.
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Additionally, the Chamber has advocated for members through hosting regular round table 
meetings with their members to discuss various topics (including Covid-19 restrictions/
quarantine, regulations of non-local schools, digital health, infrastructure plans and 
developments of the GBA). They collated the feedback and relayed this to the 
Government, with whom they have a strong relationship. The Hong Kong Government 
values their feedback and see them as a trusted source of advice within the international 
business community that they can rely on.

They also want to utilise the Chamber network and platform to support the NGO community 
that has been negatively hit by Covid-19.

In 2022 they are also launching a community outreach programme. The purpose behind 
this initiative is to foster relationships and support the NGO community by helping to 
raise awareness, support their fundraising and to build a community of Chamber members that 
are giving back and supporting a good cause. They can also help to build connections 
between for-profit and not-for-profit organisations.

The British Chamber of Commerce in Hong Kong continues to support Chambers globally, 
whether it be promoting their events, sharing their policy work or fostering connections. They 
are partnering with other Chambers in the region to offer member rates to regional events 
on a reciprocal basis, and have established a network of Chambers across the GBA to 
provide information and joint lobbying opportunities.
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