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For over 160 years, BCB International has built up knowledge and expertise in

developing life-saving and protective equipment for those operating hundreds

and thousands of miles away in challenging environments.

The company is a manufacturer of life-saving specialist equipment, including

innovative protective, medical and survival equipment to the defence, outdoor

and marine markets. For over six decades, BCB has been at the forefront of

world-leading innovations to help save lives and are well known to their

customers for the quality of their products.

In 1854, Dr Browne developed a cough medicine and shipped some off to

British troops suffering in the trenches in the Crimean war. 60 years later, Dr

Browne’s Cough Bottle gave the initials for a registered company, BCB. Taken

over by a local Cardiff chemist Deryck Howell in 1949, BCB remains a Howell

family-run firm to this day.

A local company, but with a global history, a lucky encounter in the 1950s with

British Defence Officials resulted in BCB designing for the world’s first life raft

survival kit. It cemented the company’s driving force – CANEI: Continuous and

Never Ending Innovation’ and sparked an impressive array of novel products

including shark repellent, ballistic protective underwear dubbed ‘Blast Boxers’

and an all-weather rations heating and barbecue cooking fuel called

‘FireDragon’.

BCB has held a Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency Good

Manufacturing Practice (GMP) licence for over 30 years, with a heritage of

working with the UK government department and military, as well as exporting

almost 40% of its products.

Their continuous and never-ending innovation policy has resulted in the

development of hundreds of quality innovative products, many of which were

and continue to be developed in partnership with those who travel to the

extremes.
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BCB export to countries in Europe, the middle east and Asia, with a wide range

of European stockists as well as holding contracts to supply to the Welsh and
English NHS, British police forces and many others.

BCB’s longstanding and loyal workforce have a wealth of experience in

contract manufacturing, supply chain operations, testing and product

development. These skills along with innovation and passion guarantee

consistency, quality and safety. They’ve devoted their time, resources and

investment into applying this knowledge when manufacturing hand sanitiser to
help with the COVID-19 pandemic.

BCB has been awarded for their work through multiple awards and high-profile

visits, most recently having received a visit from HRH The Prince of Wales in

May this year. Throughout the pandemic, they’ve supported local businesses

as well as global needs and donated PPE to Lebanon in September 2020

following the Beirut explosion.
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