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“We are proud that 
Concrete Canvas has 

grown from a 
university start-up to 

a UK based 
manufacturing 

business exporting to 
over 80 countries 

around the world. We 
continue to focus on 

innovation and 
sustained growth 

through development 
of international 

markets.”

William Crawford, 
Director
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ONE STORY AT A TIME

In 2004, William Crawford and Peter Brewin developed a concept for creating
rapidly deployable shelters for humanitarian disaster relief. The concept: an
inflatable shelter with a cement filled geotextile lining that is delivered to the site,
folded within a palletised crate.

Since starting Concrete Canvas (CC) they have invested heavily in innovation, with
20% of their expenditure going into Research & Development, and a new product
is close to being revealed. Innovation and entrepreneurialism remain at the core of
their business model.

CC works closely with the business community, collaborating with Deploy
Tech Ltd to create air-deployed, ready-to-use water tanks to help rural
communities around the world to have easier access to water supplies. They have
worked with Deploy to incubate the project at their premises and nurture
innovation.

Their product is suited to sites where poured concrete would not be an option due
to accessibility and has provided solutions to a wide range of engineering
challenges. It is quicker to install, more portable and more adaptable than
traditional concrete methods.

The business takes a lead in nurturing entrepreneurship in others, by welcoming six
young graduates from universities into their engineering internship program every
year and often going on to offer them full-time positions within the business.
They’ve also been working with the Royal Academy of Engineering to promote
STEM subjects inWelsh Valley’s secondary schools.

High on the agenda for CC is their carbon-saving credentials. Their products are
truly game-changing for the concrete industry, which is traditionally high in carbon
consumption. Concrete Canvas utilises 55% less carbon and its lower volume
reduces transportation costs and the resulting carbon footprint.

In late summer 2019, CC received confirmation that the British Board
of Agrément (BBA) had awarded the company with certification for Concrete
Canvas and CC Hydro, meaning CC has a certified life expectancy in excess of 120
years and CC Hydro has a certified life expectancy in excess of 50 years.

The commitment to constant development and innovation has allowed CC to grow
and become a global success. In March 2021 Concrete Canvas Ltd announced its
expansion into the United States of America with the establishment of Concrete
Canvas USA Inc.
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