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WELCOME TO THE BRITISH
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE
2018 ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Accredited Chambers of Commerce represent the
dynamism and diversity of the UK’s business community.
In every corner of the United Kingdom, Chambers of Commerce bring together
businesses of all shapes and sizes – giving businesses a voice, helping them
trade around the world, building connections through membership, and
improving the communities where they live and work.

Every year, we come together at the British
Chambers of Commerce (BCC) Annual
Conference to discuss and debate the big
issues facing business communities all
across the UK.

DR. ADAM MARSHALL
DIRECTOR GENERAL
OF THE BRITISH
CHAMBERS OF
COMMERCE

This year, we are focusing firmly on
the future and will be exploring how
businesses can grow and thrive beyond
Brexit.
We’ll discuss the future of UK trade
relationships, to be sure, but we’ll also

The programme for this year’s BCC Annual
Conference is highly relevant. At this
important time for the UK, as we embark
on a new path, we must look to the future
and the opportunities that lie ahead for UK
business.

RT HON THERESA
MAY MP
PRIME MINISTER

As you gather on International Women’s
Day it is particularly fitting that diversity in
business is explored and that we celebrate
the contribution that people from all
backgrounds make to the UK economy.
Chambers of Commerce are important
champions of local business communities
in every region and nation of the UK. My
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look at the future of work and diversity in
business, too. As this year’s Conference
falls on International Women’s Day, it’s
fitting for us to look at these two important
issues – where progress has been made,
but there’s so much more still to do.
I hope you’ll agree that we have a great
array of speakers and panellists joining
us from the worlds of business and
politics today – and I hope you enjoy the
Conference.

colleagues across government wholly
support the work that Chambers are doing
to represent the views and interests of
firms in every corner of the country.
We will continue to work with Chambers
to build a competitive environment that
supports growth, delivers an industrial
strategy that is responsive to economic
needs, and creates opportunities and
prosperity for all.
I wish you a very successful conference
and look forward to hearing about the
great debate and discussion that takes
place over the day.
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PROGRAMME*

08:45

REGISTRATION

09:40

Welcome and Introduction

NETWORKING AND REFRESHMENTS
Francis Martin: President, British Chambers of Commerce

10:00

Rt Hon Liam Fox MP: Secretary of State for International Trade and
President of the Board of Trade

10:20

Rebecca Long-Bailey MP: Shadow Secretary of State for Business, Energy
and Industrial Strategy

PANEL DISCUSSION: THE FUTURE OF WORK –
SKILLS, PEOPLE AND TECHNOLOGY
10:30

Chair: Anna Edwards, Co-anchor, Bloomberg Daybreak Europe
Matthew Taylor: Chief Executive, Royal Society for the Encouragement of
Arts, Manufactures and Commerce
Alok Sharma MP: Minister of State for Employment
Sarah Howard MBE: Co-founder, Sarand Business Software (Vice President
of the British Chambers of Commerce and Board Member of Suffolk
Chamber of Commerce)
Chi Onwurah MP: Shadow Minister, Industrial Strategy, Science and
Innovation
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11:10

Andy Curran: Managing Director, Corporate, Aviva

11:20

NETWORKING BREAK AND REFRESHMENTS

11:50

Will Gardiner: Chief Executive, Drax Group plc

12:00

Rt Hon John McDonnell MP: Shadow Chancellor of the Exchequer

12:20

Rt Hon Arlene Foster MLA: Leader of the Democratic Unionist Party

12:40

LUNCH

13:40

Dr. Adam Marshall: Director General, British Chambers of Commerce

14:00

Rachel Lomax: Non-Executive Director, Heathrow Airport
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PANEL DISCUSSION: THE FUTURE OF UK TRADE
14.10

Chair: Bronwen Maddox, Director, Institute for Government
Miriam González: Partner, Dechert
Lord Mark Price: Businessman, writer and member of the House of Lords
Chuka Umunna MP: Member of Parliament for Streatham

14:50

NETWORKING BREAK AND REFRESHMENTS
PANEL DISCUSSION: DIVERSITY IN BUSINESS

15:10

Chair: Sarah Gordon, Business Editor, Financial Times
Fleur Sexton: Co-founder and Managing Director PET-Xi Training
(Board Member of Coventry and Warwickshire Chamber of Commerce)
Samantha Payne: COO and Co-founder Open Bionics
Funke Abimbola MBE: General Counsel and Head of Financial Compliance,
Roche UK (Pharmaceutical Division)
Chris Stylianou: COO UK and Ireland, SKY plc

15:50

Sahar Hashemi OBE: Entrepreneur and Author

16:05

Closing remarks

16:15

EVENING RECEPTION

*Programme is subject to change
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OUR SPEAKERS
FUNKE ABIMBOLA MBE GENERAL COUNSEL AND HEAD OF FINANCIAL COMPLIANCE, ROCHE UK (PHARMACEUTICAL DIVISION)

Funke leads the legal team for the UK, Ireland, Malta and Gibraltar, and the UK compliance function for Roche, the world’s
largest biotech company.
Outside her day job, she is an active diversity campaigner and leader, campaigning for more gender equality, race diversity
and social mobility.
Funke has received both national and international recognition for her legal and diversity work. In 2017, Debretts 500 listed
her as being the most influential black lawyer in the United Kingdom.
Having received a Point of Light award from Prime Minister Theresa May in October 2016 (recognising the impact of her
voluntary diversity work), Funke was awarded the MBE (Member of the Order of the British Empire) by the Queen for
services to diversity in the legal profession and to young people (2017 Birthday Honours list).
She is the proud mother of a teenaged son.

ANDY CURRAN MANAGING DIRECTOR, CORPORATE, AVIVA

Andy joined Aviva in April 2015 as Managing Director to lead the UK Corporate business following the acquisition of Friends
Life Group Limited, where he was UK CEO. Andy is a member of the Aviva UK Insurance executive committee covering Life,
GI and Health. Andy has over 25 years operational and executive experience in the health and life insurance industry, both
in the UK and Europe. He has extensive knowledge of the UK regulatory environment and a strong sales and marketing
background, having worked at Prudential, Aviva and Friends Life.
Andy is married with four children. He sits on the board of a charitable trust and in his spare time enjoys watching Celtic
Football Club.

ANNA EDWARDS CO-ANCHOR, BLOOMBERG DAYBREAK EUROPE

Anna Edwards is a co-anchor of “Bloomberg Daybreak Europe” on Bloomberg TV and a frequent host on Bloomberg Radio.
She began her business news career in 2003 at CNBC and has also freelanced for CNN in London. Before working in TV
Anna was an equity analyst at UBS and qualified as a Chartered Management Accountant at Pricewaterhouse Coopers.
Anna has interviewed business leaders, politicians and key economy figures including Jes Staley, Axel Weber, Richard
Branson, Michael O’Leary, Martin Sorrell, Carolyn McCall, Bob Dudley, Jeremy Corbyn, Christine Lagarde, Bill Gross, Joseph
Stiglitz, Wilbur Ross, Nouriel Roubini and hundreds more.

RT HON ARLENE FOSTER MLA LEADER OF THE DEMOCRATIC UNIONIST PARTY

Arlene has been involved in politics since she was a student at Queen’s University and has always been known as a strong
advocate for unionism, particularly in the west of the province. A lawyer by profession, she was born and bred in South East
Fermanagh and still lives in the County with her husband and three children.
Arlene joined the DUP in 2004 and has been a senior representative for the party since that time. She has been an Executive
member of the Democratic Unionist Party since 2004 and was elected leader of the party on 17th December 2015.
In 2008 Arlene was awarded the devolved Assembly Member of the Year by the Women in Public Life Awards. This award
recognised the significant contribution that Arlene had made in the Northern Ireland Assembly, and she remains the most
high-profile female politician in Northern Ireland.

RT HON LIAM FOX MP SECRETARY OF STATE FOR INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF TRADE

As the Secretary of State for International Trade, Dr Liam Fox has overall responsibility for trade policy across government
and is also the Departmental lead on trade and investment promotion in the defence and security sector. He was appointed
to this role on 13 July 2016. He was elected as the Conservative MP for North Somerset in 1992.
Liam held several ministerial roles in John Major’s Conservative government. He has served as Constitutional Affairs
Spokesman (1998-1999), Shadow Health Secretary (1999-2003), Conservative Party chairman (2003-05), Shadow Foreign
Secretary (2005) and Shadow Defence Secretary (2005-10). In 2010, he was appointed Secretary of State for Defence, a
position from which he resigned on 14 October 2011.
Liam worked as a GP before his election to Parliament and is a former Civilian Army Medical Officer and Divisional Surgeon
with St John Ambulance.

WILL GARDINER CHIEF EXECUTIVE, DRAX GROUP PLC

Will Gardiner is Chief Executive of Drax Group plc, a large British energy company that supplies electricity and gas to
over 300,000 business premises. Will is committed to helping Drax’s business customers become more efficient, use
more renewable power, take control of their energy costs and to reap the benefits of the revolution taking place in the
electricity market.
Prior to joining Drax, Will was Chief Financial Officer of CSR plc, a global semiconductor business. He had previously been a
Divisional Finance Director of BSKYB and Chief Financial Officer of Easynet Group plc.
At both CSR and Easynet Will’s focus was on driving transformational change to take advantage of new market opportunities.
He is also a non-executive member on the Board of Qardio plc and a Trustee of the Institute for War and Peace Reporting.
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SARAH GORDON BUSINESS EDITOR, FINANCIAL TIMES

Sarah is the Financial Times’ business editor. She joined the FT in 2001 on the UK companies desk before working as deputy
personal finance editor and spending three years as a writer and assistant editor on the Lex column. Sarah was Companies
editor and supervised the FT’s corporate coverage from 2008, spanning the financial crisis, before starting her current
role in 2014. Before joining the FT, Sarah worked for the UN Conference for Trade and Development debt management
programme and with large asset managers in the City of London and on Wall Street.

MIRIAM GONZÁLEZ PARTNER, DECHERT

Miriam González is co-chair of law firm Dechert LLP’s International Trade and Government Regulation practice, focussing
on international and EU trade law policy, with particular experience in WTO and EU internal market regulations. Miriam
advises clients on Brexit, trade policy, trade agreements, sanctions and embargoes, export controls, antidumping, foreign
investment proceedings and EU internal market regulations and infringement proceedings.
Miriam previously served seven years as a Senior Member of the Cabinet for EU External Relations Commissioners Chris
Patten and Benita Ferrero-Waldner, as well as being a FCO adviser during the UK Presidency of the European Union.
Miriam is also the Founder and Chair of Inspiring Girls, a charity dedicated to raising the aspirations of young girls around
the world by connecting school girls and female role models. The campaign has been launched so far in Serbia, Spain, Italy,
Brazil and Chile, with several more countries in the pipeline for 2018 and beyond.

SAHAR HASHEMI OBE ENTREPRENEUR AND AUTHOR

A former lawyer, Sahar Hashemi founded Coffee Republic, the UK’s first US-style coffee bar chain, with her brother and built
it into one of the UK’s most recognised high street brands with 110 bars and a turnover of £30m.
Since leaving day-to-day management of Coffee Republic in 2001, Sahar has published two books, founded and sold sugar
free sweet brand Skinny Candy, and has been awarded an OBE for services to the UK economy and to charity.
She is currently co-chair of the Government Scale Up Taskforce and is actively involved in the roll-out of Change Please, a
social enterprise that trains and hires homeless people to run coffee carts. She is finishing her third book, “Start Up Forever,
10 ways to behave like a start up when you’re not a start up” based on her experiences of working with large organisations.

SARAH HOWARD MBE CO-FOUNDER, SARAND BUSINESS SOFTWARE AND VICE PRESIDENT, BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE

Sarah is immediate past president of Suffolk Chamber of Commerce. She joined the BCC board in 2016 and chairs the
accreditation board, and became Vice President in December 2017.
Sarah started her career as a management consultant at KPMG, moving to JP Morgan before setting up her own company,
Sarand Business Software with her partner in 1994. The company supplies bespoke software to a wide range of clients.
Sarah chairs Abbeycroft Leisure, a not for profit organisation running leisure services across Suffolk and Cambridgeshire.
She is also a Governor at West Suffolk College and the Suffolk Academy Trust.

RACHEL LOMAX NON-EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, HEATHROW AIRPORT

Rachel Lomax was appointed a Non-Executive Director in November 2010. She has 40 years’ experience in policy making at
the heart of the British economy. Rachel served as Deputy Governor of the Bank of England from 2003 until 2008. Before
joining the Bank, she was Permanent Secretary of three government departments, including the Department of Work and
Pensions and the Welsh Office, as well as the Department for Transport. Her earlier career was spent at the Treasury, the
Cabinet Office and the World Bank. Rachel is also a Non-Executive Director of HSBC.

REBECCA LONG-BAILEY MP SHADOW SECRETARY OF STATE FOR BUSINESS, ENERGY AND INDUSTRIAL STRATEGY

During her time as Shadow Secretary of State, Rebecca began the development of Labour’s Industrial Strategy “Richer
Britain, Richer Lives” which was published during the 2017 General Election. Rebecca is now undertaking roundtable
discussions with business and industry in all British regions to delve down into the key requirements of businesses in order
to generate and revitalise regional growth and prosperity.
Rebecca Long-Bailey entered Parliament in May 2015 representing the Salford and Eccles Constituency. Before becoming an
MP, Rebecca worked as a solicitor for a number of leading national law firms based in Manchester, specialising in commercial
real estate, commercial contracts and healthcare law.
In September 2015, she was appointed Shadow Exchequer Secretary. In June 2016, she was promoted to Shadow Chief
Secretary to the Treasury and in February 2017 was made Shadow Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial
Strategy.

Follow us on twitter @britishchambers and join the conversation #bccconf
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OUR SPEAKERS
BRONWEN MADDOX DIRECTOR, INSTITUTE FOR GOVERNMENT

Bronwen Maddox is the Director of the Institute for Government, a leading independent think tank, which works to promote
better government by focusing on how it is led, how decisions are made and how it is scrutinised.
From 2010-16 Bronwen was Editor and Chief Executive of Prospect, a leading monthly current affairs magazine. Prior to that
she was Chief Foreign Commentator, Foreign Editor and US Editor of The Times, supervising its award-winning coverage
of September 11, 2001. She was previously at the Financial Times, where she ran award-winning investigations and wrote
economics editorials.
She has a degree in Politics, Philosophy and Economics from St John’s College, Oxford. She is a member of the Governing
Council of the Ditchley Foundation which fosters transatlantic relations, and a non-executive board member of the Law
Commission, the public body which recommends reform of laws in England and Wales.

DR. ADAM MARSHALL DIRECTOR GENERAL, BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE

Dr Adam Marshall has been Director General since October 2016. He was previously Executive Director for Policy and
External Affairs at the British Chambers of Commerce.
Charged with representing the interests of many thousands of companies, Adam works at the highest levels of business,
government, and the media to tackle many of the key issues facing firms in Britain today.
Prior to joining the BCC, Adam helped start up the Centre for Cities, built commercial links between industry and
universities, and worked in the broadcast media. He holds a BA from Yale University, and MPhil and PhD degrees from the
University of Cambridge.

FRANCIS MARTIN PRESIDENT, BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE

Francis Martin is Partner of BDO Northern Ireland, part of BDO International. Francis has a First Class Masters in Business
Administration and is a Chartered Accountant and a Fellow of the Institute of Business Consulting. Francis is recognised as
one of Northern Ireland’s leading Business Advisers.
Francis is currently the President of the British Chambers of Commerce, immediate Past President of Northern Ireland
Chamber of Commerce, a Board Member of Genesis Initiative Ltd, a Member of the Board of Governors of Lagan College,
and a Board Member of Ciorani Ltd.

RT HON JOHN MCDONNELL MP SHADOW CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER

In September 2015, under Jeremy Corbyn’s leadership, John McDonnell was appointed Shadow Chancellor of the
Exchequer. As Labour’s Shadow Chancellor, John McDonnell has been heading up the development of Labour’s New
Economics programme, building a consensus around the need for more long-term, patient investment from Government. As
part of that work, he has been touring the UK holding lectures and seminars to involve people in the conversation.
Since becoming Shadow Chancellor, John has published the Labour Party’s Tax Transparency and Enforcement Programme
– the most comprehensive effort ever made by any UK government to tackle tax avoidance. During the 2017 General
Election John produced a fully costed economic programme detailing the taxation and spending decisions Labour intend to
take in government, the most comprehensive costing exercise provided by any political party at an election in recent times.

CHI ONWURAH MP SHADOW MINISTER, INDUSTRIAL STRATEGY, SCIENCE AND INNOVATION

During her political career Chi has held a number of frontbench positions, including Shadow Minister for Culture and the
Digital Economy and Shadow Cabinet Office Minister leading on cyber security, social entrepreneurship, civil contingency,
open government and transparency. She has also previously worked as Shadow Minister for Innovation, Science and Digital
Infrastructure.
Before entering Parliament, Chi worked as Head of Telecom’s Technology at the UK regulator Ofcom. She has also
previously been a Partner at Hammatan Ventures, Director of Market Development with Teligent, Director of Product
Strategy at GTS and Engineer, Project and Product Manager at Cable and Wireless and Nortel.
Chi is a Chartered Engineer with a BEng in Electrical Engineering from Imperial College London and an MBA from
Manchester Business School. Chi continues to encourage women in STEM.

SAMANTHA PAYNE CO-FOUNDER AND CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER OF OPEN BIONICS

Samantha is the co-founder of Open Bionics, a multi award-winning Bristol-based robotics company developing
affordable and stylish bionic hands. Samantha has exceptional business acumen and brings valuable experience in project
management, marketing, and business development. Samantha has elevated Open Bionics to a globally recognised brand,
secured game-changing partnerships with Disney and Eidos Montreal, and built a team of exceptional creative talent
working to bring science fiction to life.
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LORD MARK PRICE BUSINESSMAN, WRITER AND MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF LORDS

Lord Price started with The John Lewis Partnership after graduating and became a member of the Waitrose board in 1997. In
2005 he moved to join the John Lewis Partnership Board taking on responsibility for group strategy and IT as Development
Director. Mark was appointed MD of Waitrose in 2007 and the role of Deputy Chairman of the John Lewis Partnershipcard
was added in 2013. In 2016 Lord Price retired from the John Lewis Partnership and was appointed Minister of State for Trade
and Investment in February 2016 by the then Prime Minister the Rt Hon David Cameron. He was subsequently reappointed
twice by the Rt Hon Theresa May PM as Minister of State for Trade Policy following the EU referendum. He stepped down
from the government in September 2017 to pursue his writing and business interests.
He has been Chairman of Business in the Community and The Prince’s Countryside Fund and sat as an NED and Deputy
Chair of Channel 4 TV.
He was appointed Commander of the Royal Victorian Order in the 2014 New Year’s Honours and was appointed a life Peer
in February 2016.

FLEUR SEXTON MANAGING DIRECTOR AND CO-FOUNDER, PET-XI TRAINING

Fleur Sexton is Businesswoman of the Year 2017 and Managing Director and co-founder of multi-ward winning PET-Xi
Training, whose relentlessly upbeat teams and innovative programmes deliver impact, inspiration, productivity and value
across the UK.
Fleur is dedicated to breaking barriers and improving chances, investing much of her time and 10% of profits into these
activities, campaigning to Government and employers to invest in skills, motivating women to fulfil their potential and
running the PET-Xi Foundation which raises money for young people nationwide.
A board member of Coventry and Warwickshire Champions, Chamber of Commerce and The NSPCC Business Group, Fleur
is a married mother of three, tweets as @FleurSexton and can be found at fleursexton.com.

ALOK SHARMA MP MINISTER OF STATE FOR EMPLOYMENT

Alok was previously Minister of State for Housing and Planning, and Parliamentary Under Secretary of State at the
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
He has served as a member of the Commons Treasury select committee, and the Commons Science and Technology
select committee.
Prior to entering Parliament, Alok worked for 16 years in banking. Firstly, with the Japanese firm Nikko Securities and then
Enskilda Securities, where he held senior roles based out of London, Stockholm and Frankfurt.

CHRIS STYLIANOU CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER, UK AND IRELAND, SKY PLC

Chris Stylianou is Chief Operating Officer, UK and Ireland at Sky. He has worked at Sky for over 20 years in both Finance
and Operations. He is responsible for Sky’s sales and service operations as well as the property and data departments, Sky
Business and Sky’s ROI Business.
Chris is the Executive sponsor of Sky’s Women in Leadership (WiL) programme, driving Sky’s ambition to reach a 50:50
gender balance. To do this, Chris works with the core WiL team to create a wide variety of initiatives to encourage gender
parity and female advancement. Chris actively champions gender diversity at Sky by speaking internally and holds fellow
executives accountable to their departmental targets with regular reviews. Through the WiL programme Chris sponsors
a number of women, and has 12 women in high profile leadership roles within his department. Externally, Chris is a ‘Male
Agent of Change’ and sits on the Women’s Business Council.

MATTHEW TAYLOR CHIEF EXECUTIVE, ROYAL SOCIETY FOR THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF ARTS, MANUFACTURES AND COMMERCE

Matthew Taylor has been Chief Executive of the RSA since November 2006. During this time the Society has substantially
increased its output of research and innovation, has provided new routes to support charitable initiatives of its 29,000
Fellows and has developed a global profile as a platform for ideas. In July 2017 Matthew published the report ‘Good Work’;
an independent review into modern employment, which was commissioned by the UK Prime Minister.
Prior to this appointment, Matthew was Chief Adviser on Political Strategy to the Prime Minister. Previous roles include
Labour Party Director of Policy, and Deputy General Secretary and Chief Executive of the IPPR, the UK’s leading left of
centre think tank.
Matthew is a regular media performer having appeared several times on the Today Programme, The Daily Politics and
Newsnight. He has written and presented several Radio Four documentaries and is a panellist on the programme Moral
Maze. He had posted over a thousand times on his RSA blog site and tweets as @RSAMatthew.

CHUKA UMUNNA MP MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT FOR STREATHAM

A corporate employment law solicitor by profession, Chuka studied English Law and French Law at the University of
Manchester and the University of Burgundy, followed by Nottingham Law School.
Following his election to Parliament, in June 2010 he was elected to serve on the Treasury Select Committee and in October
2010 was appointed Parliamentary Private Secretary to Ed Miliband, Leader of the Labour Party. In May 2011, Chuka became
Shadow Minister for Small Business and Enterprise in Labour’s Shadow Business, Innovation and Skills (BIS) team.
In October 2011, Chuka was appointed to the Shadow Cabinet as Shadow Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and
Skills. Chuka held this post until September 2015.
Chuka is currently Chair of Vote Leave Watch, Chair of the All Party Parliamentary Group on Social Integration, and Chair of
the All Party Parliamentary Group on EU Relations.

Follow us on twitter @britishchambers and join the conversation #bccconf
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OUR SPONSORS
AVIVA
Aviva provides around 31 million customers worldwide with insurance, savings and investment products.
We are the UK’s largest insurer and one of Europe’s leading life and general insurance providers.
Our purpose as an organisation is to ‘defy uncertainty’ and help our customers plan for a secure future or
in the event of the unexpected happening.
Why do we do this? We care like crazy about our customers and are committed to developing deep and
long lasting relationships with employers and their employees.
How do we do this? We are the only UK insurer who can offer a truly holistic offering across retirement,
insurance, investment and health to meet all our customer needs.
What do we do? We work with our colleagues across Aviva to deliver differentiated and tailored solutions
with the goal of not only meeting business needs but by creating value for our customers.
We call this approach, The Best of Aviva.

DRAX GROUP PLC
Drax Group plc is helping change the way energy is generated, supplied and used for a better future. It
operates across three principal areas of activity – generation of cost effective, reliable electricity; energy
sales and services to business customers and sustainable wood pellet production. Drax is one of the
largest business-to-business energy providers in the UK and our retail businesses Haven Power and Opus
Energy supply electricity and gas to over 300,000 business premises large and small. Drax’s ambition is to
help our business customers become more efficient, make more use of renewable power, take control of
their energy costs and to reap the benefits of the revolution taking place in the electricity market.

HEATHROW AIRPORT
Heathrow Airport, the UK’s hub airport, is home to more than 80 airlines connecting to more than 190
destinations and welcomes over 76 million passengers each year. By providing frequent and direct
connections, Heathrow Airport drives the UK economy by connecting British businesses to the world’s
established and emerging markets.
Heathrow Airport is also Britain’s most important port, carrying more freight by value than all other UK
airports combined. Last year, 30% of all non-EU exports were transported via the UK’s only hub airport. In
today’s global economy, our success is Britain’s success.
As one of the UK’s largest single site employers, Heathrow Airport also supports the local and national
economy by working with our airlines, suppliers and other business partners throughout the UK.
Stay up to date with Heathrow Aiport news at www.heathrowexpansion.com

ASSOCIATED BRITISH PORTS
ABP is the UK’s leading ports operator, handling around a quarter of the UK’s seaborne trade. Our
21 ports around Britain include Immingham, the UK’s largest port by tonnage, and Southampton,
the UK’s principal port for automotive trade and number one cruise turnaround port. Together with
our customers, our ports contribute £7.5 billion to the UK economy every year and support around
119,000 jobs across the country. ABP’s ports provide UK businesses and manufacturers with vital
access to international markets. In doing so our ports handle £150 billion worth of trade, including £70
billion of exports. ABP is in the midst of a £1 billion investment programme, responding to the needs
of our customer and ensuring we are best placed to meet the challenges and opportunities ahead.

HS2
HS2 will be the new high speed backbone of Britain’s rail network, but it’s much more than just a railway. It
is a catalyst for growth: revitalising the country, creating new opportunities for jobs and skills, regenerating
towns and cities, and bringing us all closer as a nation.
Opening in three phases between 2026 and 2033, the new network will connect eight of Britain’s ten
largest cities, making it faster and easier to travel for work, business and leisure.

JUST CASH FLOW
Just Cash Flow PLC supports the financial needs of well-run SMEs that want to invest and grow by
providing flexible funding solutions from £10,000 to £500,000.
It clearly understands that every business is different and the latest customer survey shows a customer
satisfaction rate of 99%.
Increasingly the focus is now on supporting SMEs needing to import/export by providing them with the
expertise and finance they need to grow their businesses.
It is appreciated that with all things Brexit, SMEs will be looking for certainty in what appears to be an
uncertain world.
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NATIONAL APPRENTICESHIP SERVICE
The National Apprenticeship Service supports the delivery of apprenticeships in England. It offers
free impartial advice and support to employers looking to recruit for the first time or expand their
apprenticeship programmes. This includes simplifying the process of recruiting an apprentice through
the support of employer focused teams. Through the Find an apprenticeship site on GOV.UK employers
can advertise their vacancies and potential apprentices can apply. Call 0800 015 0600 or search for
apprenticeships on GOV.UK to find out more.

QDOS CONSULTING
Qdos Consulting, which is part of the Qdos Group, is a leading supplier of HR and Health and Safety
services across the UK. We work in partnership with our clients to provide bespoke solutions designed to
support and advance their business and our flexible approach helps Qdos stand out from our competitors.
Qdos specialise in working with partners to deliver services to their clients or members. We have been the
accredited partner of the BCC for over decade, primarily supplying the ChamberHR service to Chambers
across the UK. However from April 2017 we became the sole accredited supplier of four “protection”
themed services covering HR, Health and Safety, Legal and Tax services, all of which are underpinned
by comprehensive legal expenses insurance. There are currently over 40 Chambers subscribing to these
services, which offer members unlimited free access to an advice line and an online resource which
features a document Library, containing over 750 downloadable template letters, documents and policies.
These services can be one of the most effective retention and recruitment tools for a Chamber and we
have effective campaigns that can help with both.

OUR PARTNERS
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
With the World Economic Forum’s Global Gender Gap Report indicating gender parity is over 200 years
away, there has never been a more important time to keep motivated and #PressforProgress. Movements
like #MeToo, #TimesUp and more have fueled a global call-to-action to press forward for gender parity.
Celebrated annually on 8 March for well over a century, International Women’s Day (IWD) celebrates the
social, economic, cultural and political achievements of women. The day galvanises action for accelerating
women’s equality and belongs to all groups collectively everywhere. IWD is not country, group nor
organisation specific. See www.internationalwomensday.com and support the 2018 #PressforProgress
campaign theme.

INSPIRING GIRLS INTERNATIONAL
Inspiring Girls International is a charity dedicated to raising the aspirations of girls around the world by
connecting them with female role models. Our goals are to expose girls (10-15 years old) to the full variety
of careers and options in life, and inspire them to aim high. Find more information about Inspiring Girls
International at www.inspiring-girls.com

BRITISH LIBRARY’S NETWORK OF BUSINESS & IP CENTRES
Now across eleven cities, the British Library’s network of Business and IP Centres provides free-of-charge
access to up-to-the-minute databases on market intelligence/insights on sectors, trends and consumer
behaviour, UK and global company information, as well as help to protect and commercialise patents,
trade marks and registered designs. Specialist staff are on hand throughout the week to guide you to
the help and resources that you need to start and run successful businesses. Uniquely placed in local
communities, anyone can walk into these physical hubs offering shared workspace and complementary
one-to-one coaching and workshops with external experts that help to pass on skills, knowledge and
confidence you need.

ENGAGING WORKS
Engaging Works is offering BCC member companies a free employee engagement survey.
Academic research shows higher levels of employee engagement boost productivity, reduce wastage,
staff turnover, sickness absence and lead to a profit outperformance of 20%.
The survey is easy to set up and uniquely gives individuals feedback against peers on how they can
improve their workplace engagement together with comparative information for companies against their
sector.
All you pay is £250 for your company’s unique and confidential data platform and the survey, data and
insight are all free. Visit www.engaging.works to find out more.

Follow us on twitter @britishchambers and join the conversation #bccconf
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BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE
NATIONAL EVENTS 2018

BCC International Trade Summit

18th October 2018 at etc. Venues, Bishopsgate, London
This event brings together new and
established UK exporters representing a
wide range of sectors for an invaluable
day of inspiration, practical advice,
guidance on growing their exports and
entering new markets.
The day will consist of inspirational
keynote speeches, panel debates and
case studies with experienced and
growing exporters, and a wide choice of
interactive breakout sessions covering a
range of export-related topics. Exporters
will walk away armed with the knowledge
and connections to take their export
business to the next level, while sponsors
will benefit from direct interaction with
their target market.
Tickets will be available in April.
Visit www.bccexport.co.uk to keep up
with the latest announcements
Follow us on twitter @BCCexport
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Jason Mohr of Any Junk, winners of
Winners of the 2017 Chamber Business Awards
‘Business of the Year’ and ‘Best Use of
Technology’ Awards with Chi Onwurah MP

Chamber Business Awards
29th November 2018
Tobacco Dock, London

Recognising and rewarding excellence in British
business, the Chamber Business Awards is one of
the UK’s most contested and prestigious business
award programmes. Each year, from Aberdeen to
Cornwall, organisations of all sizes and from all
sectors compete for the coveted titles.
This year’s programme opened for entries on
1st March when last year’s Business of the Year,
AnyJunk, opened trading at the London Stock
Exchange. London Stock Exchange’s prestigious
Market Open Ceremony marks the beginning
of trading each day on the world’s most
international exchange.

Why you should enter
Entering the Chamber Business Awards gives
you the opportunity to be recognised locally
with the chance of winning a regional award,
and the potential to put your business on the
map nationally. Being recognised as the best is a
great boost to your business, your staff, and will
showcase what your business can do for your
current and potential customers.
How to enter
The entry process couldn’t be simpler, with full
category details and submissions made online at
www.chamberawards.co.uk until Friday 29th June
2018.
Good luck!

Follow us on twitter at @Chamber_awards and visit and our website www.chamberawards.co.uk for updates

SAVE THE DATE:
BCC ANNUAL
CONFERENCE 2019
28TH MARCH

Follow us on twitter @britishchambers and join the conversation #bccconf
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THE BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE
UK AND GLOBAL BUSINESS NETWORK
UK
Aberdeen and Grampian Chamber of Commerce

Mid Yorkshire Chamber of Commerce

Ayrshire Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Norfolk Chamber of Commerce

Barnsley and Rotherham Chamber of Commerce

North and Western Lancashire Chamber of
Commerce

Bedfordshire Chamber of Commerce
Black Country Chamber of Commerce
Business West
Cambridgeshire Chambers of Commerce
Cornwall Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Coventry and Warwickshire Chamber of
Commerce

Northamptonshire Chamber of Commerce
(incorporating Milton Keynes Chamber)
Northern Ireland Chamber of Commerce and
Industry
Renfrewshire Chamber of Commerce
Sheffield Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Cumbria Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Shropshire Chamber of Commerce and Enterprise

Devon Chamber of Commerce

Somerset Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Doncaster Chamber of Commerce

South Cheshire Chamber of Commerce

Dorset Chamber of Commerce and Industry

South Wales Chamber of Commerce

East Lancashire Chamber of Commerce

St Helens Chamber

East Midlands Chamber (Derbyshire,
Nottinghamshire, Leicestershire)

Staffordshire Chambers of Commerce

Edinburgh Chamber of Commerce
Essex Chambers of Commerce

Suffolk Chamber of Commerce
Surrey Chambers of Commerce
Sussex Chamber of Commerce

Fife Chamber of Commerce
Glasgow Chamber of Commerce
Greater Birmingham Chambers of Commerce

Thames Valley Chamber of Commerce
West and North Yorkshire Chamber of Commerce

Greater Manchester Chamber of Commerce

West Cheshire and North Wales Chamber of
Commerce

Hampshire Chamber of Commerce

Wirral Chamber of Commerce

Herefordshire and Worcestershire Chamber of
Commerce
Hertfordshire Chamber of Commerce
Hull and Humber Chamber of Commerce
Inverness Chamber of Commerce

AFRICA
Ghana: UK-Ghana Chamber of Commerce
Kenya: British Chamber of Commerce Kenya

Isle of Wight Chamber of Commerce

Morocco: British Chamber of Commerce in
Morocco

Kent Invicta Chamber of Commerce

Nigeria: Nigerian-British Chamber of Commerce

Lincolnshire Chamber of Commerce

South Africa: British Chamber of Business in
Southern Africa

Liverpool and Sefton Chamber of Commerce
London Chamber of Commerce and Industry
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North East England Chamber of Commerce

Zambia: British Chamber of Commerce in Zambia

Follow us on twitter @britishchambers and join the conversation #bccconf

ASIA
Cambodia: Chamber of Commerce in Cambodia

Ireland: British-Irish Chamber of Commerce

China: China Britain Business Council

Poland: British Polish Chamber of Commerce

Hong Kong: British Chamber of Commerce in
Hong Kong

Romania: British Romanian Chamber of
Commerce

India: UK India Business Council

Slovak Republic: British Chamber of Commerce in
the Slovak Republic

Indonesia: British Chamber of Commerce in
Indonesia
Kazakhstan: British Chamber of Commerce in
Kazakhstan
Korea: British Chamber of Commerce Korea

Slovenia: British-Slovenian Chamber of Commerce

LATIN AMERICA

Malaysia: British Malaysian Chamber of Commerce

Argentina: Argentinian British Chamber of
Commerce

Myanmar: British Chamber of Commerce Myanmar

Brazil: Britcham Brazil

Philippines: British Chamber of Commerce
Philippines

Caribbean Islands: British-Caribbean Chamber
of Commerce

Singapore: British Chamber of Commerce
Singapore

Chile: British Chilean Chamber of Commerce

Taipei: British Chamber of Commerce in Taipei
Thailand: British Chamber of Commerce Thailand
Vietnam: British Business Group Vietnam

AUSTRALASIA
Australia: Australian British Chamber of
Commerce
New Zealand: British New Zealand Business
Association

EUROPE
Belgium: British Chamber of Commerce in
Belgium

Colombia: UK Colombia Trade
Costa Rica: British Chamber of Commerce Costa
Rica
Mexico: British Chamber of Commerce in Mexico,
British Business Mexico

MIDDLE EAST AND TURKEY
Iraq: Iraq Britain Business Council
Kuwait: Kuwait British Business Centre
Qatar: British Chamber of Commerce Qatar
Saudi Arabia: Saudi British Joint Business Council
Turkey: British Chamber of Commerce Turkey
UAE: British Centres for Business in the UAE

Bulgaria: British Bulgarian Business Association
Czech Republic: British Chamber of Commerce in
the Czech Republic
Denmark: British Chamber of Commerce in
Denmark
Germany: British Chamber of Commerce in
Germany
Hungary: British Chamber of Commerce in
Hungary

Follow us on twitter @britishchambers and join the conversation #bccconf
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HEAD The British Chambers of Commerce (BCC) sits at the heart of a business
network that spans the length and breadth of the UK, with links to
markets across the world through the BCC’s Global Business Network.

The 52 accredited Chambers in the UK are trusted champions of businesses, places, and
global trade.
Chambers of Commerce provide a voice to the business communities they represent,
amplifying their priorities and concerns. In every region and nation of the UK, Chambers
and their members work to improve the local business environment in which they
operate.
The Chamber of Commerce network exists to support and connect companies,
bringing together firms to build new relationships, share best practice and foster new
opportunities. Through practical on the ground support they also help firms trade
locally, nationally and globally, including specific support for international trade.
Chambers of Commerce are modern, dynamic, and vibrant champions of business
communities all across the UK. Together they are the voice of Britain’s civic businesses,
helping companies, places, and people to achieve their full potential.

British Chambers of Commerce | 65 Petty France, London, SW1H 9EU
www.britishchambers.org.uk | @britishchambers | Tel: 020 7654 5800
British Chambers of Commerce is a Company Limited by Guarantee, registered in England and Wales No. 9635.

SAVE THE DATE
BCC International
Trade Summit
18th October 2018
The Chamber Business
Awards Gala Dinner
29th November 2018
BCC Annual
Conference 2019
28th March 2019

