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China Fact Sheet 4

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

Valid from: 08/2011 | Version: 01

ESSENTIAL CUSTOMS INFORMATION

To commercially import into the UK, the importer must be in possession of an Economic

Operator Registration Number (EORI), issued by HM Revenue and Customs. Guidance and

application forms can be found here: 

HM Revenue & Customs – EORI Scheme

General guidance regarding importing into the UK, including restricted items can be found

here: 

Business Link – Import and Export Procedures

To Import from China, the following documentation is usually required for Customs

clearance in China:

1. DHL Waybill

2. Commercial Invoice
The minimal information required is:

• Name and address of the seller including contact details

• Name and address of the consignee (receiver), including contact details, with EORI or

VAT registration number wherever possible

• Name and address of the buyer / importer, if other than the consignee, with EORI or VAT

registration number wherever possible

• Place and date of issue

• Invoice number

• Country of origin

• Terms of delivery and payment (INCOTERMS)

• Marks and numbers, number and type of packages,

• Exact description of goods, with reference to HS tariff Code

• Quantity of goods

• Unit prices and amounts, including net and gross weight

• Import licence number, if applicable

• Signed - and stamped if applicable

Please note that some non-hazardous chemicals may require additional certification from

the Chinese authorities in order for Customs clearance to be given.

3. Power of Attorney (POA) - Letter of Authority
This must be given by the sender to DHL in China to act on their behalf and clear the

shipment through Customs. It must be an original copy. Once on file this can be retained

for future shipments.

Importing – Duties and Taxes Payable

The applicable duty rates can be found here: Business Link – UK Trade Tariff

Most goods being imported into the UK from China are subject to the full rate of Customs

duty, and the applicable VAT rate. In addition, many products manufactured in China are

subject to anti-dumping measures and so may require the payment of high additional duties.

IMPORTING FROM CHINA

ESSENTIAL PAPERWORK

Please contact your Account Manager

Contact Customer Services on
0844 248 0844

Go to www.dhl.co.uk
Customs Support online

The UK Trade Tariff can be used to
confirm commodity codes, termed
Harmonised System (HS) codes. HS
codes provide a standardised goods
description.
Business Link – UK Trade Tariff

Business Link has information on how
to confirm if your goods require an
Export License, and how to obtain
any relevant licenses.
Business Link – Do You Need an
Export or Import Licence?

Support with shipping to China, license
requirements and specific advice can
be found at:

UK Trade and Investment – China

Business Link – Getting Ready to
Export to Individual Countries

For applicable duty rates when
importing into the UK:
Business Link – UK Trade Tariff

For information on International
Commercial Terms (INCOTERMS):
Business Link – INCOTERMS 
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DHL International (UK) Ltd
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T +44 (0)844 248 0844

www.dhlguide.co.uk


